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^"300,000 was levied, and those who refused payment were, if rich, imprisoned ; if poor, impressed. There were schemes for raising an excise to support a standing army, and Ship-money to maintain a fleet. Judges were dismissed for denying the legality of the forced loan, and divines promoted for declaring it sinful to refuse payment. But abroad failure still dogged the King's foreign policy. In Germany the King of Denmark was crushed because Charles could not pay the promised subsidies. The French alliance ended in quarrels which grew into a war with France. Buckingham's expedition to the Isle of Rh6 ended in a more ruinous failure than the expedition to Cadiz. " Since England was England/* wrote Denzil Holies, " it received not so dishonourable a blow." Unable to continue the fight with France and Spain without money, Charles was forced once more to appeal to the nation. */
Charles the First's third Parliament met on March 17, 1628. It opened its proceedings with a debate on the grievances of the nation, and almost the first speech Cromwell heard in the House must have been Eliot's appeal to his brother members to remember the 'greatness of the issue before them. " Upon this dispute/' said the spokesman of the Commons, " not alone our goods and lands are engaged, but all that we call ours. Thdse rights, those privileges that made our fathers freemen are in question. If they be not now the more carefully preserved, they will render us to posterity less free, less worthy than our fathers." The House voted the King supplies, but made their grant dependent